
A ‘DATA HUB’ FOR HEALTH CARE 
TRANSFORMATION

Health Datapalooza 2016
Aron Boros |  Executive Director



Massachusetts Health Reform 
Agency History

2

Bureau of 
Hospital Costs

Rate Setting 
Commission

Division of Health 
Care Finance19

53

19
96

19
68

‐

19
96



Massachusetts Health Reform 
Recent History

3

Access Transparency Accountability

• Introduced subsidized health insurance 
and Health Connector (exchange)

• Introduced the individual mandate 

• Established Minimum Creditable 
Coverage standards

• Merged individual and small group 
insurance markets, set rating band 
factors

• Introduced Fair Share Contribution and 
Free Rider Surcharge for employers

• Public and private payer annual reporting 
of premium levels, benefits and 
enrollment rates

• Consumer transparency website

• Annual cost trends hearings and report
• Total Medical Expenses
• Provider Relative Prices
• Premiums
• Enrollment
• Market trends (Alt. Payment 

Methods)

• Created CHIA and the Health Policy 
Commission

• Health Care Cost Growth Benchmark
• Provides for Performance 

Improvement Plans for entities 
with excessive cost growth

• Encouraged adoption of Alternative 
Payment Methods

• Mandated provider registration and 
reporting, certification of ACOs and DOI 
review of risk bearing provider 
organizations
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Chapter 58 of the Acts of 2006 Chapter 305 of the Acts of 2008
Chapter 288 of the Acts of 2010

Chapter 224 of the Acts of 2012



MA All‐Payer Claims Database

Hospital Discharge & ED Data

Provider Information
•Hospitals
•Provider Organizations
•Other Providers

Health Care Market Indicators
•Premiums
•Total Medical Expense
•Alternative Payment Methods

Survey Data
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1. Clarify your goals
Higher stakes = more engagement
Stakeholders = Partners = Clients

2. Start small and succeed early
with a clear plan to build

3. Data are plentiful
do more with what you have

4. Simplify
simplify

CHIAMass.gov



Higher stakes 
uses

Better Quality &
Stakeholder Buy‐in

Public Reporting
ACA Implementation
Insurance Regulation
Purchasing Strategy

↓
Political support

↓
Engagement & Governance

↓
Sustainability
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